
Week of June 1-5: Music Activity for Grades 6-8  
 

 
Hello students and parents!                                                                                                                                    
One of the best ways to connect with each other and keep our minds and bodies active is 
through music.  The District Music Team has been working hard to create some fun ideas and 
activities that you can do at home either alone or with your family members.  Each week we 
will send a list of Musical activities that you can choose from.  You can do as many or as few 
as you would like.  The important things are to enjoy and be creative! 
 
You can choose Option A or Option B - you can do both options if you are feeling inspired! 

 
Option A – Musique Concrete 
 
Musique Concrete was an idea or a new music production.  Pierre Schaeffer and 
Pierre Henry developed it in the late 1940s and 1950s.  Their music was created 
by manipulation of recordings of natural acoustic sounds.  Therefore, their 
techniques include changing tape speed or direction. Also tape looping, tape 
splicing and addition of external electronic effects like filters or effects such as 
reverb and delay. With that being said, many of the techniques are used today in 
studios. 
 
The Beatles “Revolution 9” and Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the Moon” proved to 
be the most successful traces of Musique Concrete throughout its history.  
Musique Concrete is still used today in many places all across the world. This 
technique helps shape the music world in terms of diversity in music. It can be 
applied to many programs such as Garage Band (or Soundtrap) with the cutting 
and splicing of sounds and tracks. 
 
Dark side of the moon  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6J3jZsWnJo  
 
Revolution 9  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNdcFPjGsm8 

 

Musique Concrete is a method of composing music using pre-recorded sounds. 
This includes sounds from nature, recorded sounds of instruments, or ambient 
sounds (random noises). You will be using Garage Band or Soundtrap to create 
your own Musique Concrete compositions. Here are the guidelines: 

♦ You should use at least three pre-recorded sounds that you recorded 
yourself. 
 

♦ Other sounds can be obtained from either the Garage Band library for 
example or online. 

 
♦ You must be able to explain the form and inspiration for your song – What 



is your song about?  What is the theme? 
 

♦ You must be able to explain how you manipulated the sounds to create 
musical elements including melody, harmony, rhythm, form, dynamics, 
texture, and ambience. 

 
♦ The write-up needs to be 2-3 paragraphs in length. 

 
♦ The “song” needs to be at least 30-60 seconds in length. 
 

There are endless possibilities of sounds that you can come up with by 
manipulating your chosen sounds with effects and filters. Try experimenting with 
some of the different built-in effects and/or filters to create your own unique 
sounds. Some suggestions for you to try are different delays/echoes, reverbs, 
choruses, flangers and tone control settings. If you really want something unique, 
try reversing your sample to play it backwards. You can combine multiple effects 
as well to create even more depth to your sound. 
 
 
Option B - Record your practicing   
  
We know that you love playing your instrument and are practicing your songs 
and method book exercises regularly, so this is your chance to record a selection 
of your favourite piece and send it to us. You could also show us what other 
musical instruments you may be learning at home during this time, or a song you 
composed on the piano, guitar or any other instrument. Your choice!  
  
Use your phone or ipad to record a short piece of music that you feel proud of 
and want us to see, and then send it to us. Please make sure it has as few errors 
as possible and is the best representation of your musical skills.   
  
Whichever choice is right for you, this is an opportunity to make some music that 
you love and to share it with your family, friends and teachers. 
 
You can share your work with your classmates and your teacher if you wish and 
please keep it in a safe place so we can connect to it for future learning.   
 
Happy creating! 
 
 


